The Political Divisions of Africa



Continent Introduction

 Continent home to
nearly 1.1 Billion people
(2015 Population
Reference Bureau
estimate)
— Population growing

rapidly

* QOver 2000 different

languages spoken

— Mix of local, European,
and Arabic languages




Africa’s Natural
Resources

Selected Resources
. Oil preduction
B Gasproduction
¥ Diamonds
¥y Uranium
B copper
# Manganese
B ironore
B Gold




The Current Political Map
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- France

. Great Britain

Belgium
lj Spain
. ltaly
. Germany

. Portugal

Independent

Colonial Africa

Berlin Conference 1884-
1885

— Meeting of European Imperial
leaders to divide African lands
amongst themselves

During the colonization era
Africa’s people and land
were used for the benefit of
European states

— Used human and natural

resources
Superimposed borders
created problems in colonial
and post-colonial era



Problems of Superimposed Borders

* Country boundaries
largely established by

Europeans |
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African Ethnicities Map
Map from Center for Geographic Analysis, Harvard University



Governmental Systems

Most African systems have some type of democratic
government set up

— Mostly some form of Republic
Growing importance of the African Union

Helping to promote stability
and development in Africa

— Encourages democratic
governance

— Increased cooperation and
communication

* Building of Infrastructure
— Increase living standard of all

Reliance on outside
assistance




United Nations Africa Geoscheme

Northern Africa
Algeria, Egypt, Libyan Arab Jamahinya,
Morccco, Sudan, Tunisia, Western Sahara

Waestern Africa

Benin, Burkina Faso,

Cape Verde, Cote d'Ivoire,

Gambia, Ghana, Guinea,

Guinea-Bissau, Liberia, _ :

Mali, Mauritania, Neger, bl Eastern Africa

Nigeria, Senegal, g ; Burundi, Comores, Djibouti,
Sierra Leone, Togo - Eritrea, Ethiopia, Kenya,
Madagascar, Malawi,

. Mauritius, Mayotte,
Mozambique, Réunion,
Central Africa - ; , Rwanda, Seychelles,
Angola, Cameroon, Central African Republic, , Somalia, Tanzania
Chad, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo, 2 Uganda' Zambia.
Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, S0 Tomé, Principe A Zimbabwe

UN Sutregions of Africa

B Noethem
Southern Africa B Westorn
Botswana, Lesotho, Namibia, South Africa,
Swaziland B central
] Eastem

B southem




West Africa

* Large Population Center

— Nigeria is continent’s most populous country
e 181.8 (2015 Population reference bureau estimate)

e Stable growth
— Economic growth backed by relative political stability
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North Africa

 Most developed region of Africa
— Strong connections to Europe and the Middle East

* Recent political turmoil

— Arab spring revolutions began in Tunisia and continue to
impact countries of North Africa

. NORTH
ATLANTIC
OCEAN




Central Africa

* Incredibly wealthy in
resources

— Congo basin source of
wood

e Severe Governmental
issues destabilize area

— Particularly in the
Democratic Republic of
the Congo and the
Central African Republic




East Africa

e Beneficial proximity to
Indian Ocean
— Historical and current trade
— Many cultural influences

* Recent instability
threatens peace

— Ineffective governments in
Somalia, South Sudan, and
nearby DRC lead to refugee
crisis




Southern Africa

e Relatively stable

— Countries like Botswana and South Africa are attractive to
people from all around Africa

— Zimbabwe potentially destabilizing

 Advantage from access to Atlantic and Indian Ocean

N :._:f’DavesSo’aw

Indian
Ocean

South

DR
¢ Y | i ‘:‘~« s o
Atlantic AN Pork I VAZILAND
~ 0 2 5 - \- ."‘
Ocean : % SR
\ ”g-’ REBOTHO Indian
S°U"‘ ney Ocean

S ey -
Cape Town Port Elizabeth

Southern Africa




